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There are many aspects of daily life which Calvin & Hobbes fails to sddress because of its limitations ~~ things like romance and
sex, for ple. Pecr p politics, pornography, and the police aren't discussed, either. But no one boak can give us all the
answers 10 anything, anyway! Its a mistake to expect to find f sobusi
hepe you'll check aut the Bibliography on the next page. It's full of further reading suggestions for nearly every topic covered in
this book (and a few that aren't). Personally, I felt that Calvin & Hobbes helped make me more receptive to certain ideas; I hope
that this collection will do the same for you, and the Bibliagraphy is a good place to start.

or critiques in any one place. On that noze, 1

T

There will be no fusther “bootleg” editions of Calvin & Hobbes, at least from mc, but | always have new projects in the works.
My first publication was a book called The Hardcore/Punk Guide to Christianity, and it was intended for a very narrow audience
of Kids invulved in the underground punk roddhandcore scene. If you're interested in reading it for some reason. you can order
it from AK Press (PO Box 40682, San Francisco CA 94140-0682). I also did some writing for a punk rock/hardcore magazine
called Inside Front (latest issuc available fram Crimethine address in this book). Keep in touch with me and U'll les you know

her excuse for ption. Create

what's up. But please, doa't just let your appreciation (or Joathing) of this book b
your aum books and magazines and songs and paintings. One of the most popular untruths in this society is that only certain
kind of people can be writers or artists ~— no, ererybody can wiite and draw and sing and paint and create. Get started today!

An Incomplete, Suggested Bibliography

Wark

The Abolision of Work and Other Eusays by Bob Black

Wark is Hell by Mart Groening

The Best of Temp Slave! edited by Jeff Kelly

Sabouage in the American Workplace cdited by Martin Sprouse

Strike! by Jererny Brecher

Why Work? Argumens fov the Leirure Society edited by Yeron Richards

School is Hell by Mart Groening

Teaching to Transgres by bell hooks

The Feetagy Liberanion Handbook by Grace Licwellyn (who has wrinten
-scveral other excellent books on the topic of homeschooling)

Chomsky on Miscaucation by Noam Chomsicy

Poems Not For School by Benjarnin Zepbaniab

the Enviropment
Industrial Seciety and its Fusure by Dr. T. Kacrvasid
Limited Wanss, Undi d Me edited by Joha M. Gawdy

A L._Jl’l. A4, £u Jb ¥, LR_C_.L .t

Diet for ¢ New America by John Robbins

the Media _

Four Ary for the Eliminarion of Television by Jerry M
The Medium is the Masage by Manhall Mcluhan

The Media Monepeoly by Ben Bagdikian

Mansufacsuring Consent (video) and N ~ [lusions: Theught Consrol
in Demecranc Secieties — both by Noarn Chomsky

4

Genecal Subjects

Days of War, Nights of Love: Crimethink for Beginners by Crimethlne
Liirmael by Dasiel Quinn (and its sequels)

Evasion (zine; book forthcoming from Crimethlne)

Ne Trespasting: Squasming, Rens Strikes, and Land Struggies Woridwide
by Aaders Corr

Most of hess can be tound at your local idrary. f you can’t find tham, then hare is &

New adventur it the MakINg. IrACKING Sown Mmystencus DOoks Ik SOMe antquanan
out of & Lovecralt iale ..

THE
Cajvin* HobhEs
Guide to Daily Life

edited by Robin Banks



Dedication

This baok is especially for Emma Black (s kea. zilch, KiraGrrd, Aan Arki, riot brat, Mama Bear).
Thank you for everything. This book — and its editor! — wouldn exist without you.

Tt is also for Jim Bear, Paul E Maul, Brian Diablo, Lydia Eecles, NietszChe Guevara, Gloria Cubana,
Nadia C., EM. Dixon, August Spies, and all Crimethinc workers, agents, and affiliaced cells.
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Mot of all, it is for Calvin and Hobbes — and Bill, of cousse.

Table of Contents

1. Introduction

This book is for any kid, no matter what sge, who always suspected that there was more to life,
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Consumer-level advertising has hardly ever just sold the product itself. Ads from tweaty, Gity, or even one bundred years ago
sold efficiency, contentment, pride, and other intangibles similar to “sttitude.™ What's diffcrent is that we are now sold entire

Gife

in addition 10 prod and ad p are always on the lookout for a new rebellious lifestyle to sell alongside the

1,
Y

latest new rebellious product — thus the proliferation of hip-hap and “alternative™ music in modem advertising.

DN [ W HE QUIT WIS J0B, T Jwiiee WS | T Lot sl
mn!s‘ 3"“223&“ A%N?N WORDER HOW 1§ :‘;‘ms Mol BUGKT]  PRY WIS
VE CLMBS ROCKS! SEE, | TWOSE EXPENSIVE ATHLETIC
iE’sLH\SONN MANZ HE | SWORS VES ADRERTISING.
GAES LIFE BY THE THROAT :

D LIVES ON WS OnN
TERMS *

You can abways count on Hobbes to sce right through our buman attempts to sell lifeatyles 10 each other There is 2 deep connec-
tion between the work which dominatcs our daily lives and the producis which we all chink we must have. Withous the work, we

can't afford the products; without the products, what's the point of working so much?

Afterword

This book was eriginally sixty-odd pages long. Thete are s0 many great Calvin & Hobbes serips which are relevant 1o the themes
highlighted here that I wanted to include them all, However, because this book is supposed 10 be a cheap bootleg with a very low
price (if any price at all), | soon realized that photocopying costs would quickly become prohibitive. As it is, s thicty-six-page
ook is still going to cost plenty to seproduce, but not nearly as much as ane with double the pagecount.

I deleced a ot of the strips that | wanted to include because they were dearly repeating the same idea expressed by another suip
(while remaining funay and original, of course). Whea I first started this project I was concerned that I might have been impos-
ing my own agenda on Bill Warterson's creation. Now that the editing is neasly complete, I realize that this is not the case. There
were so many strips that criticized television, the place, school, and pollution that they couldn't have been incidental ane-
offs intended for a daily chuckle and nothing more. If you own & large number of the Calvin & Hobbes books (I think there are
fourteen of them), take a fow hours 1o fip through them. You'll be amazed at the sheer pumbes of strips criticiazing modern are,
for ple, not 10 ion television and so forth,

There was a separate theme that I wanted to include here but just couldn't for many reasons, not the Jeast of which was the vast
number of strips to choose from. That theroe is imaginasion. A great deal of Calvin's life is spent within an immense imaginary
world filled with creativity and od Sp Spiff, the grifier, Tracer Bullet, the dinosaurs ... 1 dhiok most young

kids live in & world like this for many years uncil theit creative, ad pulses are strangled out of them by the discipline
and of ¢ H |

p ¥ fing. OFf course, those same impulscs are hept at bay when they enter dhe workplace as well.
What would Calvin think of the latest in video game wechnology? It might occupy his attention for x while, but it could never
replace bis transmoggifice. He might put a Jurassic Park Junchbox on his Christmas ks, but he would never give up his fascina-
tion with dinosaurs. We adults, ou the other hand, have had our imaginations bought and resold. fnstead of hiking in the wild
woods we drive our SUVs through paved parks. Instead of creating our own music we head for the CD store. Instead of commu-
nities we have malls and chatrooms. I could go o but | think you get the point — Calvin’s unlimited i
the most wonderful thing shout Calvin & Hobbes,

; L2kl
» '.l y

more so thag the critiquen of television or school. Lie
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Calvin's dad was criticizing corporate culture way before it was cool 10 do 20, Is it really a good idea for mvrybody to have the

exact same culnural reference points?
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Calvin's dad is dearly same kind of suhversive Luddite teerorist —— see the next page for another cxample.
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Introduction

by Robin Banks

| grow up reading Calvin & Hobbes. As a kid, 1 thought it was the best comic strip in the entire newspaper, right up there with
Bloom County. 1 masnit old enough 1o fully appreciate Doomesbury but | was smart enough to realize that The Family Girews,
Blondi, Hagar the Horrible, Bectle Bailey, the Lockborns, Wisard of Id, and B.C. were all versible picces of shit drawn by cicher
washed up relics or sicrile syndicate staffers. And ye Calvin & Hobbes managed 1o be funny and insightful and original ncarly
every single day. Tt was also, hands down, the best Sunday strip.

Later, I found out that Bill Warterson, the creator of Calvin & Hobbes, was a unique kind of cartoonist. Against all odds, against
all expectations, he fiercely resisted the licensing (commedification) of his creation. In The Calvin & Hobbes linth Anniverary
Book (published by Andrews and McMcel), Wi plained his d He believed that “licensing cieapens the original
wcation” — that filling store shelves with 2 million Calvin & Hobbes knackoll products would nuike the steipr acem bike jose

anather commenisl tie-in instead of an artistic creation wish its owa mesit. Wa

teceson also felt thac taking the artwork oat of
coniext (like o 2 T-shirt or coffee mug) was disrespectful to the medium. He wrote, “I don't want some animation swudio giving
Habbes an actor’s voice, and '] don't want some greeting card company using Calvin to wish people 2 happy anniveesary, and |
don’s want the issue of Hobbes' reality scttled by a doll manufacturer.” (One wonders how Watterson was ever able to Bet
Charles Schulz, the king of crappy comic character commenxialism, to write the Foreword to one of his books after expressing
these opinions about licensing )

1 wish I could quote Wi s arg against liceasing and iali at leagth, because they are not only relevant

to Calvin & Hobbes but to all kinds of things in our daily lives. Qur romantic desites are re-s0ld 1o us a3 commercials for pet-
fune and dizmand rings ... our necd to escape from civilization is re-packaged 23 an SUV adveatisement ... onr uege 10 revolt is
aptured and displaycd as a “rebellious” music video or band T-shirt, Watterson's resistance o this omnipresent onslaughe of

difi is noble and admirable. Unfo 1,

y, many people have successfully bootlegged Calvin in many ways — the
warst example I can think of is that nearly ubiquitous “Calvin pecing on a logo™ sticker that vou see in the back windows of
pickup trucks deiven by exsremely stupid people. § imagine thas Bill Watterson, whenever e sees one of those stickers, must grit
his teeth with rage and physically resist an utge to smash into whoever has the thing on display. (Bill, if you're reading this,

ber that it's unhealthy to supp your natural urges for too fong. Go ahead and do it!)

Which brings me to this baok. Why create a “new” Calvin & Hobbes bouk yrars after the fact — especially an unauthorized
bootleg edition like this one? First of all, I am certainly not doing this to make moncy. If you paid maney for your copy of this
book, you should have been paying only far photocopying and distribution expenses, because [ am certainly not making any

moncy herr, nar do | want to.

My ouin goal was 1o collect my favorite atrips and unite them with commentary about their relevance 1o daily life. So many
comic strips are nothing but cheap gags (and that's OK a3 long as they're funny — like The Far Sids), but Calvin & Hobber was
abways about more than just a daily chuckde while reading the newspapee. As Watterson says, “All strips are supposed to be
entertaining, but some strips have u point of view and a serious purpose behind the jokes.” I wanted to emphasize this point of
view, st least in the way that | interpreted it

Witterson, more 10 than any other cartoonist | can think of, was highly critical of modem life. Yoi'd have to start reading books
by John Zersan or Wendell Betey to find authors who were more skeptical of widely accepted tenets like the benefits of “civiliza-
tion,” the necessity of work and school, and the isrclevance of wild nature. Watterson may not have been as thorough ot
thoughtful 33 more “serious” writers (how could het it was a cemic 1tripl), but then again, the North American English-speaking
world didn't read homilies by Zerzan or Berry on « daily basis — they read Caliin & Hobbes, and 1 like to think that at least on
some level they were affected by it

Nawadays it seems like more and more people are willing to criticize everything that we vake for granted. | remember Bilf

Wattcrsnn aa heing one of the fire people | encouatered whso wae willing o de this, 2nd 1 wanted to being his great wock bk

I the pictuee with shis vallection. Not everyludy is eatisfied with The Way ‘T hings Are, least of all my gonad fricod Calvin and

his tiger, Hobbes. Thank ynu, Mr. Wattersan. for Intrducing them to e all.

— Robin Banks, December 2000
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A centeal themne of Calvin and Hobbes is the omnipresence of unwanted daily dutics such as work aad school. Calvia sums up
this theme in the very first frame. When do we ever et a chaace 10 aplore and discover snd play, ouuide of an exremely
limited allounent of “holiday” or “vacation™ time? Calviu intuitively understands that Life should be an adveanure, yrt he falls
into the same trap that many of us do, wasting away what litde free Gme he has with meotal anaestherics like selevision.

HEY CALYite, YOU WY
0 ALAY “HOuSE"?

OKAY. FRST YU OO | Wil GRWE ABYST OUR. "
WOME FROM WORK. TIEN JOBS, AND THEN NEYL.
FR0M WORX . (N:R&m’ TURM 1T 1S T

A

Susic hnoss that work takes away fiom your daily life. We spend all day separated from our Joved ones, and then when we
finally reunite we ate too exhausted and stucsscd out 10 do anything but heat up frazen dinner and compete for the best “worst
day at work” stery. Even on vur fow days off we asc spending our time recovering from our jobs and not enriching surseives and

our selatiunships. The best we can do is yeam for sume vacation time, or secretly hope to get fired.

lowest common deaominator, there ase alio “Rarrowcast”™ media which uy 10 &
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Andy Washal once said that evesybody would be famous for fificen minutes, and this prediction sceans to be coniug true. Now
anybady can get on TV if their lives are deasacically tagic cnough. Our vast communicativns networks devotc thicis cacigies 10

vampisically fecding off of sisery and ignorance — then tuming around aud sclling it right back 10 ws. And we buy i

1 Kod WORE ABOUT TE TR WITRESTED IR TWHKES }] THE PEBIAY AL Tie
PRVALE LIVES OF CLLEBRIDES | THAT ARG NanE OF My

TR T DO ABINT ARY BUSINESS, AND DM BORED
GONERNMAERTAL POLICE THAT 11 31 THINGS THAT ARE

WL ACTUALKY MSTECT ME. PRI
o Ra.
ey

L et asier te fid sscsunceising juntk s sctevision s it it Jears srmscsbing ipostans bt yous Bile. Vou son snf
duannels for a thousand houss and never feasn abuut anything which will have a significant impact on yvu prassaally. W iy ase

we so fascinated by the ups and downs of ather people’s private livea? Is it because it helps us 10 forgec oc overlaak vus vwn?

LoOK, HOBBES. THERES A | LETS SEE WOW MLGUM | 4. MY GUM |5 PRETY \

QUIZ 18 MY NEW SSUE DOES. "L, Wow WARD 1S HARD AT FIRS‘! n ﬁrﬁ‘&&i@:&ﬁ:’“
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1n addition 1o television progs and magazincs which p wludnhehuadmpouibkamﬁcnubyfucmingandu

2 very small aeg of the population

by ruming lifestyles into commaditics. Calvin's Chewing magazine could very well be Bicyling, o1 Gandening, at Carsooning,

WERES M INTERESTUR AKNQLE.
e TOP FIVE GUA BRANDS
HE COMPARED SN [LRMS OF
FLAOR RETENTION, ELASTICHTY,
BUBHLE OPRCITY AND OADHUG
REBOUND.

1 ThouGnt FUN WAS Sunoidp)
W o FUN.

How can you be having fun ualess the “experts”® have confirmed the value of yous Fun Index'™? People who choosc unusual
means of recreation are ofien derisively ordesed to “get a life” — which translates 1o

“have fun in 3 mure markerablc way *

What's mose fun — 10 sicd down 2 hill in a quics foress, of 10 cnter an “extremic” snowboarding competition with $5000 worth

of loga-p! d clothing and equip ?
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They were this close to taking dramatic action against suburban sprawd. If only Hobbes had known how 1o hotwire a bulldozer!
to expand indefinitely? Each year we

Seriously, though — how can we expect to maintain a decent envi if we
manage to chip away at our wildemess and soon we'll be left with nothing. What can we do 1o stop this — or better siill, 10

reverse i

1T TOOK HUNTRIDS OF YEARS
FOR THESE WhoD's TO GROW,
AMD THEY LENELED I IN A

MTER THEY BMD HEX U]
WERE, THEYLL HAVE T WADEM
ME ROADS, AN T UP BAS

EVENTUALLY THERE WONT
BE A NICE SPOT LEFY
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Ah, progress. Ponds take decades to form, forests take centuries, monntains take millennis — end yet we humans can destroy
them within 1 relatively short amount of time. Dam ir. deforest it, decapitate it ... all in the name of progress. But is this really

progress? And would be berter off refusing to inherit the world, or working to change as much of it as we can?

This strip more or lese speaks for itself,

Forced achooling is ofica the cause of many kids’ dramatic, even violeot fantasies. We wouldn't be surprised if prisoncre fanta-
sized sbout escaping from prison — why are we bothered when kids (who are natural fantasizers to begin with) create extreme
*escape from school” scenarios or even express their desire to destroy their schools? Teenagers cut classes or even skip school all
the time, despite the many severe punishments awaiting them. Maybe there is 2 natural impulse to freedom there that's better off

unquashed?

el YEAR L
Wl HE
MESSENGIR .

Even if Calvin had expressed his opinion in 2 more acceptable way, would the response have been any different? Not really. He

probably got the usual lecture which amounts 1o something like this: “Leaming is boring and life is boring. 1t's hard work and
you better get used to it.” This is o lie. Learning. like Jife, can be an anazing and | tsscad of u dewdly dull
duty, but not when you're forced to do it in « homogenized pulsory-education setting.

THIS 1S A Bl FAT
WASTE OF MY TIME/|}

The papers are full of ples of kids who are disciplined for simply expressing themaelves and/er criticiri g the

onght to be sbout explnring alternatives and new ideas, but becanse compulsory

lucational/political status quo. Fd

schooling requires plenty of “law and onder,” any natural inquiries or critiques of Things As They Are must be suppressed.
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We usually think that “primitives” bad miscrable lives, but receat h has d d that Hled

were actually Rull of relaxation and lusury. Calvin’s idea of luxury is nunning sround naked in the woods with Hobbes, splashing
in the mud, cating foad provided by Nature, and counting the stars at pight. The modem idea of lunury is working forty or
more hours a weck 30 we can buy trinkews 10 occupy our “frec” time. Which idca sounds more like luxury to you?

WSS WORMWID, GWEN THAT, SOOWER OR RN TO NOBODY LIKES US
1 HAE A TES? || LATER, WERE ML ST PAGE 83, 8iG PICTURE”
QUESTION ABWT GAING TO DIE, WATS CLASS, PeORE .
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A hild may ask, “Why do | have to lcasn this?” The aduld replics, “Look at the ‘big picture’ — in several yeass you'll need 10
knuw this when you're trying 1o get a job and survive.™ But the child may reply, “To ane, the ‘big picrurc’ is that fifc is bricf and

uapredictable. On your deathbed, will it console you 1o know that you spent your time preparing to five instead of aciually
tiving?” And the adult shall have ao reply cacept for the usual work-cdhic platitudes, and perh

ps an acknowledg that the
trade of life for Futurc security is a risky one at best.
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1 THIRK WE MIGHT AL [L.TURNS INTO A QRDINARYE | AND T, WHILE
LEARR A LETSON FROM  {BORING VIOLECULE OF WATERE] THE ANALDGY
oW TS UTTERWY JUST LIKE CVERY OTWER | {SIKS W, T
URIGUE AND EXQUISITE  JONE. WMEN YOU BRING || BE LEAING YU
CRISIAL .. IF I THE CLASSROOM. DRIPS AHD GOING

One of the many drawbacks of furced schooling is that it imposcs a singlc leaming method upon diverse groups of kids who may
tearn differcnt things at diflcient rates and in diffcrent ways. The kids who fall behind are considered “slaw™ or “stupid”™ whea in
fact it ruay be the tcaching technique dhat is inadequats. Kids recognize this, and thus there is great pressure for them not to

appear wo successful in the classrom. As a resuly, their behavior is h genited, and the b

come to treat entire dlasses as
if thiey were all dhie same, Calvin's tmpulse to resise this homogeaization has been echocd by innovative teachers around the world
who realize that compulsory education and one-size-fius-all teaching styles are hurting, not helping.
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the Environment

HAYE You BEEN REMDING THE. | ACID RAIN, ToRiC WiSTES, |
PAPERS? GROMN-UPS RENIY| HOLES IN THE OZONE,
WE TUE WORLD RUAED UP. SENAGE ¥ THE OCERNS,

{Tie om GRIGHT SUE To

Calvio and Hobbes spend a lot of time in nature — wandering in the woods, making suow foru, splashing in strcams — so of
cousse environmental issucs ase very important to them. Hobbes somctimes offcrs his unique perspective as an anisal {an

endangered specics, 0o less) while Calvin's youthfid indignance often spurs the two fricnds te action. Perbaps if moce of us fele
closer to nature, more of us might be inclined to action wo.
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As usual, Calvin and Hobbes sce that the emperor is truly wearing no dothes. Have you eves noticed that subdivisions are often
named afies the things they rmplaced? In Louisvile, Kentucky, thees is a veighborhoed named Deer Park that bas ncither decr
noc parks. Several years ago there used to be a heavily wooded area outside of Louisville where an old monastery named afee §

Thoinas stoad in the middle of a large field. And the name of the subdivision that iwpleced it all? “The Woods of St Thonias.”
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Should you wark more ... at spend “special time” with yout loved onea? It's 2 dilemma tuae nearly everybody will face. If you
don't spend time with your loved ones then they won't be your loved ones any more, but if you don't work 2 certain amount of
hours, you won't be able to provide for your foved ones, Working people are alwayx trying to find the right balance between work
and family — while facing unsympathetic bosses who feel thac the workplace should be the priority.

GORGEQUS TRESE SUMMER DAYS SURE BEST WOl TO THINK
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Modem media cxist 10 inform us, it's true — but more and more they are merely informing us about new products to buy
instead of informing us about facts and ideas which may affect our daily lives in dramatic, even permanent ways. Every other
product introduced on the market is hailed as “revolutionary”™ — or crucial 1o our daily lives in some significant way. The ex-

amples Calvin brings up (fresh breath, dry armpits, and cola) are by no means exceptions to this rule. Nearly everything for sale
ik

issoldasa ry — dry aempits or the correct cola, you cannot possibly succeed in this modem world. Do we really
need all of this srufP

SR LIVES ARE FILLED Wt | { KD WHAT DO WE Do With IF 1T WERE UP Y DAD,
MAOIMES  DESISHED TO THS LEVSURE? £pucaTeE LEISURE WOULD BE AS
REDUCE NORK AHD INCREASE | | OURSELVES ? Tagg W e BO AS WORK.,
LEVSURE. WE WAWE WORE | mrerests ? 5 LIt

LEISURE THAN MAN HAS

ENER HAD,

Nowadays we think of “work” and “leisuse” (o1 “play™} as two separate evenes. Our lives are neatly divided into sections — rbir is
the time to work, ta earn moncy; 1o make a tiving; and ohis is the time to play, to enjoy yourself, to be happy and content, to love
your family. Humans have lived this way for hundreds of years and 0 we think of this dichotomy as a perfecly narural aspect of
the human condition. But it isn't. For thousands of years, long before the ides of s * " came to be, b did all of
their activitics in the same place, with the same people, often in the same breath. Obviously we can’t return to simple hunter-

00!,
P

gatherer lifestyle, but we can <crtainly leamn from our ancestors' many eons of successhl existence. We don't heve to think of
“work” as a time for energy and peoductivity and “leisure” s a separate time for joy and pleasure. But this is how Calvin pet-
ceives the world: work is when you #et things done, achieve your goals, and strive for accomplishiment; leisure is when you “veg
out.” do nothing, achieve nothing, and strive for nothing. What Calvin doesn't realize is that his grandiose plans for snow fore
construction, his extensive research into the feeding habits of Tyrannosaurus Rex, and his efforts to outdo himself during “show
and tell” are all work, in 2 way. If we can somehow refocus our lives so that our chosen leisure i also the way we make 2 living,
then we will have achieved the kinds of riches you can never make while clocking in and out for 40 hours a week.

MORNING,
HUR DAD?

SUP BY, DONT THEY? Too
BAD THE DALY DRUOGERY OF
MAYING A LINING HAS T KEEP
U FROM APPRECINTING THESE

WeL,

ABUT 117 1F You STAY
HEALTRY, You O TNJoY
PAYS LIKE THIS wWiEN You
RETIRE ¢ SEE You Toneut 1

SURLIMC MOMENTS OF LIFE .
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{Does Calvin's dad ever call in sick on days like this? Would you?) Calvin loves to harass his dad about life in the watkplace.
Calvin's dad works to help support his family, and yet he can't spend time with them; all he can do is wait for the weekends
when, if he can successfully lower his stress levels and recover his creative energy, he can try to spend some quality time with his
Family or absorb the non-work world around him. Is this any way to live?

B HOMENORK EXPLODED
SoMEBODY Pul. THE FiRE

School



:
|

Ol R AT IT G [

-’,';i!"Ll fil it ih oa; -
4! Rl AL 1 1 i i

P f i

i
i

..fm-

ol

il

T

i

kT

Kids bave a natural desire 10 learn. For cample, Calvin (like ot of kids) is & veritable eacyclopedia of facts about dinosaurs,
space, the environment, or whatever other topic strikes his fancy. But in schoo! he's forced to leam chings that bore him — and
the worst pars is that compulsory schooling will probably ruin s lot of poteatially rewarding activities for Calvia, like reading
and writing. Why not let kids learn what they want 1o learn, whea they want to leam ix?

[T ez THar e
PURPCSE OF WRITING IS

1 USED TO UATE WRITING
ASIGHMENTS , BUT Now
T ENwt THEM.

WITH A LIME PRACTICE,
WRITING CAN RE AN
WTIMIDATING  ARD

lasicad of trearing the act of writing us & vibrast means of expression, kids learn to consider it s chore. They 6l essays with loog

words and tangents desigaed to inflate their page/word count, and whea they mave inte the workplace they do the same thing

with memos, forms and reports. Thanks 10 the arbitrary requi of compulsory schooling, writing is considcred best whea
bh

it becomes its opposite: an ing mire of depressing jargon instead of a beautiful P ful method of icati
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THESE FALL MORNINGS
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SURE ARE PRETIY. TME WAXE TO GET ON A BuS ||f NeveR TOOK, ANANTAGE
0 TO

BRISK AR, — MO Gt OF AL MORNINGS. 1 DIOWY
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Ir's the same problem Calvin likes 1o pose to his dad: it's & beautiful day,

Full of magic and opportunity, and its o it
are squandered due 1o forced dutics. What Calvin doesn't realize fs thac b . - hevdd

emldﬂukeldmugeofdayxﬁhlbhifhewnuld

the Media

THE WHOAE bt STREToRs] | kD Wi BT w10
b BERRE US WM 4 | WRECINE AT ORRTUNTY
WoR £ SURDERNG 1T
WILING OIS AL DAY
e

only talk his parcnts into allowing him to homeschool — an option we've been taught o consider unthinlable, or st the very
least an option exercised only by fringe cxtremists.

Test: AS X
1620 Wit e 1 ey S v saTFRcHoN
1 ¥ihen did the Pigrims USELESS fact toto EhougH || T TEACHING MAES uP

lind at Plymoully Bock ? o Pats 8 tust quesrion. || FOR TVE LolsY ey,
T dow iNtENd fo fopegt ﬁﬁ___/
it foRover. wuve tavant

ME Notiing EXCEPT HOW

FINMLY, SOME TiME TO MiSEiF?
LIBERTY, PRECINS LIBERTY !
WA HA HAY
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For all of his complaining sbout compulsory schooling, and all of his “<asing about the demands of the woskplace, Calvin son
Q ¢y

. ing absession shared by all advocares of forced schoaling. Testing urterly fails to reflecy
the complanity of human beings and their various gths and weal Ultimately they only reveal either our ability fo
memorization or obedience ... in other words, aus ability to be sood warksre ko4 ¢ . py for

simes falls into & very common trap: wasting his “free time™ with prion and absorpiion of ges urging him (o con-

sume even more. As Hobbes points eut in another suip (not reproduced in this colfection), there are many things we could be
doing instead of watching TV, like reading & book, writing a letter, or taking a walk. We could be playing niusic, leaming a ne
skill, exploring unfamiliar tesvitory, visiting neighbors, or creating our awn comic strips.
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